Rodriguer would be released from
prison. When he was sentenced to
prison for a third violent assault in
1980, | thought he was gone forever,
This has driven home the poin thac
sexual assault is a crime with life-long
impacts,”

Shirley immediately began fearing
for her father and sister’s well-being.
Her father sall lived in her childhood
home, and her sister lived only a block
away from their dad. Crookston is a
relatively small rown, and she knew it
wouldnt be hard for Rodriguez, now
a registered Level I sex offender, to
find her family,

Once again, Shirley felt vulnerable.
She began wondering if she was rruly
safe from his reach. Kevin couldn’t
help but notice his wife’s fear.

"Although she didnt want w
show it, she was visibly upser,” says
Kevin, “We ralleed abour it for days.
And then, she just seemed to tuck it
away. She went about the business
of caring for the horses and her
"."l'i_'llk.‘l

Five months later, Shitley received a
call from her sister, who tald her it
was believed thar Dru Sjodin, a coed
from the University of Morth Dakor,
had been abducted from the parking

lot of a Grand Forks shopping mall.
The mall was only 23 miles west of
Crookston.

The sisters recognized the circum-
stances surrounding Sjodin’s disap-
pearance and immediacely suspecred
Rodriguez. Shirley began an Internet
search for any available informartion
and found a phone number for leav-
ing tips abour the missing girl.

“1 knew from my own professional
work that during the investigations of
crimes involving muleiple jurisdic-
tions, important clues are often
missed because the agencies don' al-
ways see the bigger picture,” says
Shirley. “I was afraid they wouldn't
scarch the Minnesota sex offender
list. So, two days after her disappear-
ance was reported, T called ro let them
know abour Rodrniguez.”

Authorities won't say if Shitley's tip
resulted in the eventual search of Ro-
driguez’s car and home. However,
Grand Forks investigators found
enough physical evidence to arrest
Rodriguez and charge him with kid-
napping. Tragically, Sjodin’s body was
found west of Crookston, very close
to Shirley’s childhood home.

In carly May of this year, a federal
grand jury chirged Rodriguez with

Today, Shirlay finds restorative power in har in-
volvement with Paint Horses and the farming life.

the kidnapping and
death of Sjodin, North

Dakota officials
dropped the stare kid-
napping charges

ﬂgﬂ_in\t R"H,Irij-_"'l“."f. :I:Ill.l
moved the case o the
federal courr, IF con-
victed, he n;;rulltl face
the death penalry.
Rodriguez’s arrest
resuleed in much na-
tional attention for
the Iversons. Shirley
was interviewed by
the press nearly 100
times and appeared
an most of the major
news programs, in-
cluding ABC's €rood
Marning America and
CBS' The Early Show.
Throughout each in-
terview, Shirley re-
dignitied
and, although prod-

mained

ded by the interviewer, refused to
discuss retriburion. Instead. the
rock-steady horsewoman continued
to champion the cause of victims'
rights and advocacy.

Amazingly. despite the constant in-
terruptions by the press, Shirley main-
tained her focus on her professional
life, marriage and farm. In facr, her
closest friends weren't even aware of
her involvement in the Sjodin case or
her distant past. Eventually, however,
the news did ger our,

Julie Clark, a fellow Oregon Paine
Horse Club member, had called on
Shirley and their visit was interrupted
by the unannounced arrival of a
media crew. Kevin chased the crew oft
and Shirley explained ro Clark abour
recent events and her past.

*Of course, our hearts immediately
went out o hen” says Julies husband,
Ed. "1 worked the Portland police sex
crimes unit for five years, and Julie is
a former parole officer, so we knew
how tough it can be. Bur [ will cell
you, if that news crew hadn't shown
up, no one would have known. She's
a strong, wonderful woman wirch a loc
of class.”

Not surprisingly, Shirley’s resolve is
stronger today than ever before. She
is busy helping to establish an organi-
zation that will empower victims, pro-
vide education abour sexual violence
and increase awareness of the condi-
tions that promote the development
of sex offenders.

While Shirley's story testifies o the
impact sexual assaule can have on a
life, ir also serves as an cxample of
how deep, emotonal wounds can
heal. In Shirley's case, the restorarive
power came from her horses, Today,
she celebrares life with Kevin, her
horses and friends,

Speaking of the use of horses in
the healing and empowering
process, Shirley concludes, "I ab-
solutely believe horses are an un-
tapped resource for helping victims
of sexual assaule. While working
with my horses, I was able ro work
through the hearraches and hard-
sih]lu. :md find a pllr}juﬁc.

“Horses helped lead me out of thar
dark world I was in and back into the

lighe,” RN
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