funding for advocacy. There simply
wasn't any help available in my area,
and [ was on my own.”

Shirley'’s way of dealing with the
emotional rurmoil was to bury it
her life.
She returned to college in Moor-
head, Minnesora. Not wanting to
be viewed as different by her pecrs,
she didn't talk much abour the in-
cident.

“After the assaule is over and die dan-
ger passed, Shirley, “one of the
hardest things o do is 1o ralk abour ic
Its so overwhelming. 1 am not sure you

and ry o maove on w

can put into words what happened or
how you feel.”

Back at college, Shirley began miss-
ing classes and was eventually p
on prabation. Her personal relation-
ships faltered. She avoided dark plices
and feared being isolated.

Rodrigues’s ilt on her life
woutld conrinue

ced

:,,’L'.I.I.\' oy Come.
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{Abovel Shirley spends much of her
lafsura time trafl riding with friends
Tresa Cordell and Lise Wenker along
the Columbia River.

The iversons breed Paint Horses and
grow hay on their farm oulside St
Helens, Oregon,

Stepping into the light

[t wasn't until Shirley reached
her early 30s thar she realized she
had been walking in a shroud of
darkness.

I was wandering withour any di-
rection or purpose [or 12 years,” she
says. I finally de
thing with my life. | wanred to make
a difference.”

Propelled b
Shirle
ing to improve rights for victims of
sexual assaule. On the local, state and
nadonal level, she h: led an im-
portant voice and leadership in the

ed ro do some-

her newfound pur-

pos rously work-

A !_III'J\."




